Most of the literature on project management has been used to explain the concepts and ideas related to project management, yet limited research has been done on project management trends. This paper presents the study of the application of project management to the practitioner's world from the project management trends' perspective. This research addresses the global project management trends to watch in the years of 2015, 2016 and 2017. Consequently, the research is dissected from the point of views of research approach; research results; and conclusions & recommendations: global project management trends.
Introduction
Project and project management have been conceptualized from different points of view.
On one hand, the Project Management Association of Japan (PMAJ) defines a project as "the value creation undertaking based on a specific, which is completed in a given or agreed timeframe and under constraints, including resources and external circumstances" (PMAJ, 2005, p. 15) . Similarly, the Association for Project Management (APM) defines a project as "a unique, transient endeavor undertaken to achieve a desired outcome" (APM, 2006, p. 150) . Likewise, the Project Management Institute (PMI) defines a project as "a temporary endeavor undertaken to create a unique product, service, or result" (PMI, 2013, p. 553) . Correspondingly, the Cabinet Office via the APM Group (APMG) International highlights in PRINCE2 that a project is "a temporary organization that is created for the purpose of delivering one or more business products according to an agreed Business Case" (OGC, 2009, p. 309) .
Furthermore, the International Project Management Association (IPMA) defines a project as "a time and cost constrained operation to realise a set of defined deliverables (the scope to fulfil the project's objectives) up to quality standards and requirements" (IPMA, 2006, p. 13) . The goal of a project is to "produce the deliverables defined in the business case" (IPMA, 2006, p. 14) .
Sample
"In statistics and quantitative research methodology, a data sample is a set of data collected and/or selected from a statistical population by a defined procedure" (Wikipedia, 2014b, n.p.) . A sample is actually the "subset of population selected from a frame to draw inferences about a population characteristic" (Singh, & Naurang Singh, 1996, p. 5) . As a result, the sample is the "subset of the population elements that results from a sampling strategy" (Dattalo, 2007, p. 1) .
In this study, the certifications sample was originated from the answers of the specific two-question emails replied by the executives of APMG International; PMI; Scrum Alliance; IPMA; IIBA; GPM; and AACE International.
The following requests were highlighted as part of the emails:

The number of people that are presently certified, and  Any projections for 2015 on the number of people that would be certified.
It is important to underline that in some particular cases the information's about the certifications were confidential or were not available for the year 2014 (presently certified) and the projections did not exist for the year 2015 (people that would be certified). Consequently, we had to use the number of people that were presently certified as 2013. It is out of scope of this paper to make any comparison analysis among the certification bodies and their certification qualifications. Similarly, several confidentiality aspects of such certification bodies and their qualifications are properly maintained.
The samples corresponding to the universities are derived from the literature review. The applicable confidentiality matters of the universities are correctly maintained.
Methodology
A Methodology is "the analysis of the principles or procedures of inquiry in a particular field" (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2014d, n.p.) . In this paper, a methodology refers to a research methodology, which is a "way to systematically solve the research problem" (Kothari, 2004, p. 8) . The research methodology is therefore visualized as a "system of models, procedures, and techniques used to find the results of a research problem" (Panneerselvam, 2004, p. 2) .
In order to be able to justify the research methodology used in this study, it was necessary to refer to the work of Bryman (2004) , where he presented the fundamental differences between quantitative and qualitative research strategies. Accordingly, the aim of this research was to foresee the global project management trends to watch in the next triennium. A mixed method approach was taken to design the research.
The first part of the research protocol dealt with the practitioners and their achieved certifications. The second part of the research protocol took into considerations the universities and their first doctorate degrees in project Management.
Research Results
The research results produced in this study are structured into the following subsections: professional certifications; standards, study materials, and resources; agile project management; project governance; green project management; and the first doctorate degrees in project management.
Professional Certifications
The achieved certifications used to show the professional growth of the project management industry are depicted in the following paragraphs. The aforementioned data was used as a reference to create Figure 5 as of September 3, 2014.
APMG International
Nevertheless, it is important to point out that the certification numbers are continuously changing due to IIBA's dynamic certification process.
The outcomes indicated that there were an estimation of 4232 people certified as CBAP®; and 618 people certified as CCBA®. 
Standards, Study Materials, and Resources
A standard is a "measuring stick or the means by which something else is judged" (Bragg, 2009, n.p.) .
Likewise, a standard is "something that is very good and that is used to make judgments about the quality of other things" (Merrian-Webster Dictionary, 2014b, n.p.). In a nutshell, the standard is "something that others of a similar type are compared to or measured by, or the expected level of quality" (Cambridge Dictionaries Online, 2014b, n.p.). Morris, & Pinto (2007) further address the idea that in order for the standards to come into play do not need to be officially endorsed, but they can be voluntary accepted.
In the world of project management, "there is a very strong link between the definition of a project management body of knowledge and the development of standards" (Morris, & Pinto, 2007, p. 208) .
The project management body of knowledge provides advice and guidance on how to manage individual projects, and describes project management related ideas (PMI, 2013). As a result, the project management bodies of knowledge are usually treated as standards, and are things that the project manager practitioners are expected to know (Morris, & Pinto, 2007) .
The study material is the power to get knowledge using something, such as an idea or information (American Heritage Dictionary, 2014a). Similarly, the study material means to look at something carefully to study about it, and it is used when writing something such as a book, or information generated to assist people or to market products (Cambridge Dictionaries Online, 2014a). The study material is something that a person studies or gives attention to, having real importance or great significance (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2014a).
A resource is "something that is available for use or that can be used for support or help." (American Heritage Dictionary, 2014b, n.p.) . Similarly, a resource is "a place or thing that provides something useful"
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2014c, n.p.). Correspondingly, a resource is "something that can be used to help you" (Cambridge Dictionaries Online, 2014c, n.p.).
In this paper, the terms standards, study materials, and resources are perfectly applicable to the domains of: project management; program management; and portfolio management.
As you will see further, there are cases in where the standards, study materials, or resources are required to help you to achieve a professional certification. A very good example of these cases are presented as follows:
APMG International
Looking at the people certified as PRINCE2 Foundation and the individuals certified as PRINCE2 
Green Project Management
Using as reference the practitioners certified as GPM-b, the standards (GPM, 2014) 
IPMA
The ICB is the standard used in the IPMA's 4-L-C system (Van Haren Publishing, 2014).
As a result, the ICB, version 3.1 is the leading standard of IPMA.
AACE International
Based on the people certified as CCP and the individuals certified as PSP, the main study materials available 
The First Doctorate Degrees in Project Management
The doctorate degrees represent a truly love for wisdom, and in most countries they qualify you to teach a particular topic at the university level or to work in the specific job in a selected field (Haidar, H., 2014) .
As a matter of fact, in the world of project management, we are able to find these types of degrees. Therefore, in this section, we look at the beginning of such degrees.
According to Anbari, Bredillet, & Turner (2008) , the first doctorate degrees in the area of project management were done in engineering and construction in the late 1960s at the University of Manchester in the Faculty of Technology (these degrees were conferred in 1971 and 1972). In the same manner, the first doctorate degrees in project management in a business school were done during the 1980s at Henley Management College, and the Cranfield School of Management. Thus, Europe has played a key role in growing of project management as an academic field. Similarly, the first doctorate degree in project management in a business school in the USA was done in the 1990s at Drexel University, Department of Decision Sciences (the degree was conferred in 1993).
In the same way, the first doctorate degree that combines the domains knowledge of strategy, program management, and project management was done in 2004 at ESC Lille School of Management (now SKEMA Business School) in Lille, France.
It is important to highlight that nowadays there are other universities across the world that are offering doctorate degrees in project management; however, such universities and their corresponding degree programs are out of the scope of this study.
Conclusions & Recommendations: Global Project Management Trends
This section is organized into the following subsections: trend #1: Green 
Trend #1: Green Project Management Exponential Growth
Sustainable methods and ecological safety of the environment are key success factors in today's everchanging business world. Consequently, given the strategic importance of the green project management idea, the Green Project Management will experiment an exponential growth of its certification's base.
Trend #2: Scrum Alliance Fast-tracked Growth
The Scrum framework will remain a very effective and easy to adopt agile method for many IT and non-IT companies across the globe. As a result, the Scrum Alliance will continue with a very fast-tracked growth of its certification numbers.
Nonetheless, the Scrum Alliance has to face competitors such as PMI with its PMI-ACP certification, and the APMG International with its two agile certifications: AgilePM Foundation and AgilePM Practitioner.
Trend #3: PMI Evolution
PMI is an organization that was founded in 1969, and has been around for over 40 years (PMI, 2014c) . PMI is "the world's leading not-for-profit professional membership association for the project, program and portfolio management profession" (PMI, 2014b, n.p.) . As a result, PMI's certification numbers are very solid, with a rock solid historical background.
However, growing the certification numbers represent a key success factor for all the stakeholders involved.
It appears that the new PMI's Portfolio Management Professional Certification (PfMP), and PMI Professional in Business Analysis Certification (PMI-PBA) are able to contribute in growing the PMI's certification numbers.
Nevertheless, we believe that the current PMPs base represent a possible avenue for growing the certification numbers.
This means that if PMI finds a fast-pace mechanism for the existing PMPs to earn the PgMP, PfMP, PMI-PBA, and others; it will definitely contribute to increase the PMI's certification numbers. What is missing is to find a fast pathway for the current PMPs to earn additional PMI's certifications.
Trend #4: AACE International Evolution
AACE International is an organization that was chartered in 1956 as the American Association of Cost Engineers (AACE International, 2014c). AACE International's vision is to be the "recognized technical authority in cost and schedule management for programs, projects, products, assets, and services" (AACE International, 2014b, n.p.) .
We have projected that AACE International will continue with its normal growth.
Trend #5: IPMA Progressive Growth
IPMA is a Federation of over 55 Member Associations (MAs). IPMA was founded in 1965, and has been around for over 45 years (IPMA, 2014) . As a result, IPMA is a very solid entity.
We have foreseen that IPMA will continue with its progressive growth worldwide.
Trend #6: IIBA Evolution IIBA was founded in 2004 (IIBA, 2014a , and has been around for 10 years. We have projected that IIBA will continue growing its certification base. However, IIBA has to face PMI as competitor with its latest certification of PMI-PBA.
Trend #7: APMG International Rapid Growth
APMG International has shown its capabilities to grow the project management profession. It is not doubt about its hard work done. The PRINCE2 certification numbers speak for themselves.
We have anticipated that APMG International will continue its rapid growth; hence, its certification base will increase.
Trend #8: Project Management Standards
We envision that the following standards will continue to be the most useful standards of the project management industry: 
Trend #9: Project Governance Standards
We foresee that the following standards are the most valuable standards of the project governance world: 
Trend #10: Scrum Alliance Resources
We foresee that the Scrum Alliance resources previously identified (member articles; special reports; suggested reading; and global scrum gathering presentations) will continue to be the most useful resources of the Scrum professionals.
Trend #11: AACE International Study Materials
We anticipate that the AACE International Study Materials earlier identified (for CCP and PSP) will continue to be the most useful resources of the AACE International professionals in cost and schedule management.
Trend #12: Green Project Management Standards
We envision that the following standards will continue to be the most useful standards in the Green Project 
Further Research
Walking through the pathways of this paper, several ideas have emerged on the work associated with this study, which are the ground for further research on global project management trends.
In view that we are not aware of a research in the areas of: Additionally, it will also be recommended to add to the list of the above-mentioned topics, a specific area of project management information systems in where the new trends of cloud, and non-cloud project portfolio management systems would be studied.
